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April 23rd is the feast day of St George, the patron Saint of
England and chronologically the third of the UK Nations to
celebrate their Patron Saint. Legend would have it that George
overcame and killed a dragon that was  terrorising a local
village.

April 23rd is also believed to be the birthdate of William
Shakespeare although some records suggest this was
actually the date of his death. Thought to have written 37
plays in his active life many of his quotes are still in use today

Much to the delight of our younger citizens April is also the
 month when the Easter Bunny might be seen delivering eggs

For Rotarians April is the month where we focus on the issues
associated with Maternal & Child Health and the work of the
Rotary Action Group for Reproductive, Maternal and Child
Health  https://rotaryrmch.org



 
Editor–

Larry Anthony PHF,
secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk

Welcome to Becton & District
Rotary Club. We are a re-formed
modern Rotary Club providing
potential members with an informal,
low cost, flexible and friendly way to
be a member of Rotary
International. We strongly believe in
Service Above Self and strive to
support local, national and
international communities where
there is a need.
We are firmly committed to equal
opportunity for all and strive for
a Club that represent the areas
we serve. Our door is always
open to community minded
individuals from any sector of
the community who may wish to
become members.
Currently we meet twice per month.
The first meeting is on Zoom and
focusses on Club Business whilst
the second meeting is primarily a
social affair where business is kept
to a minimum and our intent is to
enjoy each other's company.

If you would like further details or a
discussion with an existing member
then please contact Larry Anthony
on the above email or call our
message centre on 07517 884945

Monthly Newsletter of the
Rotary Club of Becton & District

  Becton and District Rotary Club, Part of Rotary in Wessex District 1110

Serving the wider
New Milton & Milford Area

Serving the Community is very
important to us and we welcome
the help of community minded
people.

April 2023



Birthdays During April
 

Jackie Brenan

New Milton
Music

Festival
New Milton Music Festival 2023 

Last weekend, some of our members spent a very
enjoyable time helping at another successful ‘ New Milton
Music Festival’ held at Arnewood School.
The strap line of this event is ‘Celebrating local talent’ and
we, in our supporting roles, saw and heard an amazing
display of musical endeavour and achievement in choral,
vocal and instrumental music – all by local individuals and
organisations. 
I certainly felt grateful and enthused by this wealth of
ability in our own community!
Sadly it is tough times at present - there is less and less
available funding and resourcing to support the music and
the arts ……so these events are even more important to
demonstrate, encourage and celebrate a fantastic range
and variety of aptitude and also of hard work …..
The Festival organisers are so appreciative of the many
individual and voluntary organisations, who like ourselves,
support this event and without whom it would not be
happening – let’s hope it can continue to be a platform for
local musical achievement for many more years to come.

Above President Mary's Vote of Thanks to the
assembled audience at the end of festival Gala Evening

Left:
Image of President Mary delivering her Vote of Thanks.
Image courtesy of Howard Duffus



Intentional Privacy Deletion by Editor

Shelterbox:  Communication received following our
recent donation.



ShelterBox Urgent Appeal

Please  take some time to consider this appeal by
Shelterbox for support to continue their excellent
work around the Globe. Further information on all
their deployments can be obtained by visiting
their website- https://shelterbox.org/ where you
will also find information on how you can donate.

If you prefer you can donate to Shelterbox via
Becton Rotary where on receipt of donations they
will be added up and the cumulative sum donated
to Shelterbox. Further advice can be obtained by
calling our message centre on-

07517 884945

Reproduced with kind permission of ShelterBox



Guest Contribution:
 

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air Ambulance
Every day, specialist doctors, paramedics, pilots and dispatchers from Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air
Ambulance are ready to respond to the most critically ill and injured patients in the region. 
Nobody knows when or if they’re going to be in desperate need of an air ambulance and its crew. But a
sudden cardiac arrest, a fall from height, or a major road traffic collision can happen to anyone,
anywhere, anytime. And that’s when we’re there for you – bringing the skills and equipment of a
hospital emergency department to your side.

Since our first flight back in 2007, we have responded to more than 16,000 calls for help. But none of
those missions would have been possible without the dedication and generosity from supporters in our
communities. Each mission we attend costs on average £3,320. So, whether it’s making sure there is
enough fuel in the tank, adequate supplies of emergency blood on board or state-of-the-art lifesaving
equipment available, support from people like you is changing and saving lives every day.

As a charity, we receive no government or lottery funding. And rely entirely on the kindness from our
supporters to give our patients the best possible chance of survival and recovery. 

A Year in numbers
In 2022, we responded to 1,814 missions – making it
our busiest year since before the Covid-19 pandemic. 
December had the most call-outs (193) – the most in
a single month since December 2019 – in a year in
which 34% of incidents involved cardiac arrest, 17%
road traffic collisions and a further 17% were classed
as medical emergencies, such as seizures. Other
cases included falls from height, assaults and sporting
incidents. 

Our aircraft was airborne for 547 hours throughout the year, up from 460 in 2021, and the three
emergency response vehicles covered more than 54,000 miles across Hampshire – an additional
10,000 miles on the year before. But how do we continue responding to more emergencies year-on-
year? 

This month's Guest Contributor is Oscar Marshall, Trusts and Foundations
Fundraiser for the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air Ambulance. Oscar has
contributed this article compiled by the Charity's Communication Team.



Developments: 
To meet the ever-growing demand, we have put extra measures in place to ensure we can get to those 
 in our communities who need us most. 

Critical Care Paramedic Car:
 

In September, we introduced an
additional Critical Care Paramedic
(CCP) car response, which
operates from 8am to 6pm in
addition to the helicopter-based
doctor and paramedic Critical Care
Team
Each specialist paramedic is highly
trained and able to provide
enhanced treatment in support to
our ambulance service clinicians.
This includes administering
stronger pain relief, sedation and
other medicines and providing
specialist interventions to give
patients the very best chance of
survival and recovery.

We are now flying 19 hours a
day, 365 days a year. 
We previously shared some of
these hours with another local
air ambulance organisation. But
our new model means our
doctor-paramedic team will be
flying across Hampshire and the
Isle of Wight from 7am to 2am
by air every day. 

Extended Flying:

The Impact You Make- Gwen's Story:

As gloomy clouds and torrential rain filled the skies, Gwen was making her way along the M3. With her
wipers up to full speed, Gwen passed a lorry and moved over to the inside lane. Before she knew it, her
life was about to be flipped upside down.
"As I understand it, there was no recordable blood pressure at the scene,” said Gwen. 
Gwen had driven over a large pool of surface water and aquaplaned off the side of the road, sliding 20
feet down an embankment. When Gwen was eventually freed from the wreckage, she was flown to
University Hospital Southampton. 



How You can Help Save Lives in our Region
You don’t need to wear a flight suit or fly through the skies 365 days a year to be a vital part of this
team. There are a number of ways you can help us be there for the thousands of patients who need
our help each and every year – from signing up to a monthly donation to leaving us a gift in your Will
or holding a fundraising event. Every penny you raise will make a difference to us and our patients.

Visit https://www.hiowaa.org for more information and
details of the amazing work of 

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Air Ambulance 
 

Gwen added: “I fractured my pelvis and fifth metacarpal, broke a
rib and cracked two others, punctured a lung and had an open
fracture to my right humorus. At one stage I was told I might lose
my arm.”
“Had it not been for the Air Ambulance team and everybody who’s
looked after me along the way, my story would be a totally
different one. “I owe them my life. I feel honoured to even be here
today. I’m a very lucky lady.”

 



The network of drop-off sites across the New Forest and elsewhere will continue, with the
donations sent to Castlepoint instead of Lymington.
 The aid will be predominately shipped directly into Ukraine in more efficient articulated lorries.
 Ukraine Relief is a registered charity, meaning that they can get gift aid on donations."

New Forest for Ukraine CIC Announcement:
New Forest for Ukraine was a ‘pop up’ organisation set up a year ago to provide humanitarian
support to the Ukrainian people. By the end of March, we will have delivered aid of over 100 trucks,
3,000 improvised trauma kits, over 150 generators, over 10,000 bandages and too much knitting to
count ! NOT BAD FOR A GROUP OF VOLUNTEERS STARTING FROM NOTHING ! You should all
be very proud of what we have achieved. 
With the Ampress Lane hub for sale and donations dropping off, it was clear we needed to look at
how we operate as an organisation. We have considered several options, with the main objective
being to enable our donors to support the people of Ukraine in a sustainable way.
We have decided to re-direct physical donations from New Forest for Ukraine based at the Lymington
Hub to Ukraine Relief based out of Castlepoint (shopping centre). Whilst sadly this will mean the end
of our operations in the Ampress Lane Hub in April, it brings several advantages including:

Therefore, as of April 2023, New Forest For Ukraine are no longer operating out of an industrial unit
at Ampress Park but you can visit the Ukraine Relief website for information on how to personally
donate items for Ukraine at Castlepoint shopping centre, Bournemouth-
https://www.ukrainerelief.org.uk/contribute-personal-donations 

Please read our latest newsletter for more information. We will share more details over the next few
weeks.  https://www.newforestforukraine.co.uk/so/f1OQeGTEF?languageTag=en

Many thanks for all your help over the last year.

Statement originally published on the New Forest for Ukraine Web
Page  https://www.newforestforukraine.co.uk/

Hampshire &
Isle of Wight

Air Ambulance.
 

Operational
Statistics for

2022

https://www.ukrainerelief.org.uk/contribute-personal-donations
https://www.ukrainerelief.org.uk/contribute-personal-donations
https://www.ukrainerelief.org.uk/contribute-personal-donations
https://www.newforestforukraine.co.uk/so/f1OQeGTEF?languageTag=en


Please Visit The Becton Rotary Stall 
on Coronation Day

Poster Courtesy of New Milton Town Council.



Unusual Celebration Days in April

Becton Rotary on 
Social Media.

Web:
www.bectonrotary.org.uk

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/bectonrotary

Twitter:
www.twitter.com/bectonrotary 

Instagram:
www.instagram.com/bectonrotary

E-Mail:
secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk 
 

Telephone our message centre:  
07517 884945

 

We would love to
hear from you!

Becton Rotary
Club Meetings.

We meet roughly every two weeks with
our intent being that the first meeting of
each month is a Zoom meeting focussing
on business matters whilst the second is
a face to face gathering focussing on
social matters.

If you would like an invitation to attend
one of our meetings then please contact
the Club Secretary, Larry on

secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk
 

You can be assured of a warm welcome.

      A listing of events directly and indirectly of interest to Club Members
and Supporters. Contact Secretary for further details-

Club Diary

Information by kind permission of
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/april-international-days

 

INTERNATIONAL LAVERBREAD DAY
On April 14th, discover a nutritious ingredient that comes from the sea. International
Laverbread Day celebrates this food with a long history made from seaweed.
Laverbread is the cooked version of ‘laver’ – porphyra seaweed – a diaphanous red
algae found abundantly along Wales’ rocky coastline. For centuries, the Welsh have
traditionally cooked laver to make laverbread, also called bara lawr and Welshman’s
Caviar.

BRITISH NATIONAL TEA DAY
Behind every great country, there is an even greater beverage helping its people through
the day. On April 21st, the United Kingdom celebrates National Tea Day, their drink of
choice for the past two centuries. National Tea Day is the time Britain takes to celebrate
its longstanding relationship with the steeped drink. Their love for tea is so deep that
collectively they consume more than 60 billion cups a year. That’s upwards of 165 million
cups a day.

April:
3rd - Club Business Meeting on Zoom
7th-  Good Friday
9th-  Easter Sunday
10th- Easter Monday
23rd- St George's Day
24th- Club Social Meeting at South Lawn Hotel, Milford
26th- Rotary Group 3 Meeting 19:30 hrs at The Carpenters Arms Bransgore 

https://nationaldaycalendar.com/february-international-days/


And Finally:
Although not strictly part
of Mary and Howards
Australian Adventure the
image on the left was
sent by Howard's
daughter in New South
Wales.
Looks like a "Sausage
Sizzle"; nice work if you
can get it.

Breaking News!
 

Human Fruit Machine
Needs Help!

 

The Becton Rotary Stall at the Coronation
Celebration in New Milton needs
volunteers to help deliver this fun activity.

Would you be willing to spare an hour
or two?

We anticipate a need for five volunteers at
any one time so the more we have the
less each individual needs to do.

If you have yet to see a Human Fruit
Machine, visit our stall where you can be
assured of a fun time.

If you are interested in helping please
contact Larry on
secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk or ring
our message centre on 07517 884945

Thank You.

 Volunteer Dementia 
Allotment Coordinator.

Following on from recent changes at the
New Milton Dementia Allotment, New
Milton Town Council are seeking a
Volunteer Dementia Allotment
Coordinator.

This volunteer role is about promoting the
allotment and encouraging visitors, as well
as working with the current team of 
 volunteers on the allotment.

Joanna Hayward, Communications &
Community Engagement Officer will be
happy to talk to interested people and
show them around the allotment.

You can contact Joanna by telephone on
 01425 619120 or by email on  
 Joanna.hayward@newmiltontowncouncil.
gov.uk

Printed in support of New Milton Town
Council.

mailto:Joanna.hayward@newmiltontowncouncil.gov.uk

